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n Paraguay natural beauty abounds; among the many gifts that Providence, out of kindness, bestowed to this land, Caacupé
assumes a role of primary importance - in the city of miracles surrounded by hills, brooks, and lush vegetation - here
rises the most important Shrine of Paraguay, a Marian center of paramount importance even for the nations nearby.
The statue, sculpted in the beginning of the 17th century by an indigenous artist, is an ex voto given to the Blessed Mother by a
survivor of danger. In a bus, car, cart, by horse or on foot, all Paraguaians have visited at least once in their life the Virgin of Caacupé
to seek comfort or to give thanks for her numerous favors.

The first inhabitants settled in that area around 1600. History narrates that a Christian native by the name of José was heading
towards the forest of the Yt valley in search of food and wood. There was a native Indian of Paraguay, converted by the Franciscan
order of Tobatf, who found himself in danger of death, surrounded by the ferocious Mbayaes, a tribe that has rejected the Christian
faith and who had declared itself a bitter enemy of the converts. In that moment, the Virgin Mary appeared to him and said: “Caaguy
Cupe-pe” — which translated means “Go behind the bushes of grass!” (alluding to the yerba mate, with which an infusion is
made to which are attributed many medicinal qualities and which represents one of the principal products exported from the country).
There he found a wide tree trunk behind which he could hide himself, huddled and trembling, begging protection from the Mother
of Heaven, the Immaculate, who the monks had taught him to deeply love. In that moment he promised to carve, with the wood of
the protective tree, a graceful image of the Virgin, if he were able to come out alive from that situation. His persecutors went past
without noticing his presence, and the Indian sculptor, grateful, as soon as he returned to that place, took from the tree the wood he
needed for his work. It is said that in this precise spot of the apparition bubbles forth water, and this water has helped the people of
Paraguay to endure the heat of the month of December. From the tree trunk were created two wooden sculptures: the larger one for the
Church of Tobati and the smaller one for the Indian himself, which he keeps for personal devotion. Consequently, the missionaries gave
testimony that in the spot of the apparition sprung forth a font whose water helped the Guarani to survive the extreme summer heat.

Years later, the great flood created by the Lake of Ypacaray threatened to destroy the neighboring villages; the Franciscan friars,
together with the inhabitants of the region, organized intense moments of prayer to ask that the waters would calm. It is recounted
that Fr. Luis de Bolafios blessed the waters and that they began to retreat to their present boundary. With the calm having returned,
upon the water there appeared a closed floating suitcase, that held inside it an image of the Virgin, recognized by those present as
the one carved by the Indian many years ago. According to the opinion of art critics specialized in the wooden objects, the statue is a
stupendous artistic creation of otherworldly beauty. From that moment on, the people called her the “Virgin of the Miracles.” Later,
the Indian sculptor moved with his family to that valley, confident that the Virgin Mary would always protect him. He built a humble
oratory that, like a magnet, attracted many inhabitants and finally gave life to a village in which the natives initially were known
by the name of the Ytuensi. In 1765, the area was already famous as the Valley of Caacupé and that habit was reinforced further
until the day of the founding of Caacupé, on the 4th of April 1770. In historical d noi ion was found regarding the
larger statue, which is considered to have been ransacked by the savage Mbayaes, in this way the sort of Guarani Indian who was
Christian was revealed to not act. However, regardless that nothing is known about the person to which the Church and the faith
should render homage for this work of divine inspiration, the faith tells us that already for some time he is together with Our Heavenly
Mother. And who knows, maybe he is interceding for all those who are united today in offering him this tribute.
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