in the small German town of Heede, near the border with

wwmuzed in the spring of 1939, died on January 27, 1996), Maria Ganseforth
and Susanna Bruns, of ages ranging between 12 and 14 years,

"Our Lady manifested hersel shartly befre the startofthe Second World W, gil of the Solemnity of All Souls, at the height of the Nazi regime. The apparitions

occurred primarily near the church of the town, inside the cemetery. The Virgin had the appearance of a young woman, beautiful, about 18 years old. Her eyes were light

blue, like those of Baby Jesus. She wore an elaborately decorated golden crown, a long white dress held at the waist by a small ribbon. A white non-transparent veil came

down from every side creating some few folds that concealed her hair. On her left hand covered by the veil was seated Baby Jesus with a golden globe on his right hand

topped by a cross. The Virgin May was raised about one meter from the ground and rested her feet on a small cloud of light blue color.

As it occurred with other apparitions, an ever increasing number of devotees and curious started to flock to Heede. That continuous pilgrimage of people aroused very

soon the suspicions of the "Gestapo'. The agents of Hitler's police forced the four girls to go to the sanatorium of Gttingen to have them examined by psychis

But the medical exam, which lasted four weeks, ended with a sentence of absolution for the four girls who were observed to be perfectly healthy and normal. Then the

Gestapo prohibited the girls to go to the place of the apparitions but these prohibitions were useless; indeed the Virgin Mary continued to appear to the girls in other pla

The message of Heede is primarily a heartfelt exhortation to conversion and a serious warning for the world. Several times Mary Most Holy showed herself in tears, and

like in her other apparitions she made an urgent appeal to penance and prayer. Our Lady appeared as the "Powerful Mediatrix of Grace'. Moreover she asked to be

invoked in the Litanies with the titles of "Queen of the Universe” and "Queen of the souls of Purgatory". She gave each girl a mes

theothers eould not hear, o tel only to the Holy Father.
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Five years after the end ot the apparitions of the Virgin Mary,in 1945, the clestial visits resumed, but tis time it was Jesus Himself to appear: He came to urge humanity
His Most Holy Mother; in
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The inquiry on the truthfulness of the apparitions lasted a long time. In 1941 two members of the commission died. On July 23, 1942, Monsignor Berning expressed his
position during an homily pronounced at the place: "A rich blessing has gushed from Heede. I have been able to observe that the Marian devotion has increased
in an extraordinary manner... I learned that the sacramental life, in particular, has bloomed in an extraordinary way in your parish'. On February 3,
1943, the prelate ve report to the Holy Office and then he named a new theological commission on March 7, 1946. It authorized the faithful to place in the
parish cemetery a i i ions of the visionari
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ists chose Heede as their Shrine, where they go on pilgrimage every year on the second Sunday of June.
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