


Chapter VI

Where

ISthe Holy
Mass
celebrated?




The Holy Mass may be celebrated in any
place, as long as there is a priest who has
unleavened bread (that is without yeast)
and wine made from grapes. However, the
ecclesiastical community has built and
continues to build sacred places, churches,
where it is more preferable to celebrate the
Eucharist.

* T,
TR ELL

T kW

ZTARWT T
ki T, T

; |
S
'I.' y

-.l.' g
iy N
W, O

ol i s g
-

Fuigd R0V

[ o
T TR
I_!'... gk
5 B TR M DRl Rl W

.

I
P N T

WTET L PR LLIRTT

RGN

|-'Ij' l

ETPTYTRL Laad VERETT TR

¥ TSI

A
| =%
.

200



@ Belfry

) Main door

(@ Bulletin board
@ Holy Water font
‘%) Baptismal font
&) Nave

& Confessional
‘) 9de Chapd
@ Tabernade
# Cros

@ Sanctuary
@ Altar
) Ambo
(@ Presider’s chair
2'Pulpit
Sacrigy
@ Satue
“) Muralsand sacred images
® gained gasswindows




@ What do we mean by sacred buildings: churches?

Churches are:

= God's houses, asymbol that the Church isalivein that particular place,
- aswell asbeing asymbol of his heavenly dwelling.

Places of prayer where the Eucharist is celebrated and in which Chrigt,
who isreally present, day and night in the tabernacle, is adored.

o~

Houses of the Christian community where the faithful gather to pray, to
listen to God' s Word, to sing the praises of the Lord and, in some instances,

to share their problems and search for solutions for different aspects of their
daily lives.
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@ What arethe privileged placesthat are used for the celebration of the
Holy M ass?

2 Thealtar.
Thisisasymbol of Christ himself, present as a sacrificial victim (altar-sacrifice on
the Cross) and as the heavenly food that is given to us (atar-Eucharistic table).The
altar isthe holiest part of the temple and is elevated to show that God' swork is
superior to al that of men and women. The linen cloths (altar cloths) that cover the
altar indicate the purity that is necessary if we are to welcome God. The altar is
dedicated to Him alone, just as the Church is, and cannot be used for other purposes.
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E The tabernacle.

This is also called the place of custody, or where the Eucharist is reserved,
because this is where the Most Blessed Sacrament is kept safe after the
Eucharistic Celebration. In this placeitis adored by the faithful and, from here
it is taken as Viaticum to those who are sick.

-F|.- ]

204




5

A s g
This is the part of the Church, at the centre of which find the altar is located.
It has pride of place and is visible from the other parts of the Church since it is
raised up slightly so that all the faithful are able to see what takes place there
and to indicate that it is a ‘privileged place” where the Holy Mass is celebrated.
It is a space reserved for those who minister in God's name, an eloquent sign
that God who chooses and admits ministers for his service. The term

presbyterium also indicates the collective name for the priests of a diocese
under the auidance of a Bishon.
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The ambo.
Thisiswhere the Word of God is proclaimed.




ﬁ The celebrant’s or presider’s chair.

This is to show that the celebrant presides at the assembly and leads the
faithfulin prayer.

The altar, the ambo and the Presider’s chair represent the triple mission of Christ:
Christis a priest at the altar, a prophet at the ambo and a king at the chair.
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ﬁ The pulpit.

This is a place for preaching made from marble or wood and often situated
against a column or in the central nave of the longest part of the Church.




Why is it important that the place of celebration be something
beautiful?

Because the beauty and the decorations of the sacred space and of everything
that is connected to the Eucharist communicates in a certain way the very
beauty of God, of the Church and of our encounter with the person we love, that
is, with the Lord who is truly present.

The organization of the space and the way in which the liturgical space is
appointed, the quality of the architecture and art of the sacred objects are a
clear sign of the richness of the ecclesiastical tradition and shows its continuity,
its sacredness and its spirituality.

Itis not only what we hear that is important but also what we see. If we do not
give importance to these things then our faith is weakened.
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