Apparition of the Virgin Mary at CHAMPION

n October 9, 1859, the Queen of Heaven manifested herself to Adele Brise at Champion (Robinsonville), in Wisconsin, USA. According to Sister Pauline
LaPlant, to whom Adele had often told her story: "She [Adele] was going to the mill, at about five miles from here [Champion] with a sack of grain on her
head [...]. When Adele had almost arrived, she saw a lady all dressed in white behind two trees, a maple and  fir. Adele was frightened and remained
still. The vision disappeared slowly, leaving a white cloud behind it. Adele continued her walk and returned home without seeing anything else. She recounted what
happened to her parents and they asked themselves what it could have been, perhaps a soul in distress who had need of prayers? The following Sunday, she had to
pass again by the same spot to go to Mass at Bay Settlement, at about eleven miles from her house ...1. This time she was not alone but accompanied by her sister
Isabel and by a neighbor [Mrs. Vander Niessen]. When they were near the trees, the same lady dressed in white was in the spot where Adele had seen her the first
time. Adele was again frightened and said, almost in a tone of reproach: "Oh, here is again that Lady". Adele did not have the courage to continue, The other two
did not see anything but, from the look of Adele, understood that she was frightened. They too thought that it could have been a soul in distress needy of prayers. They
waited for a few minutes until Adele told them that she had disappeared. She had disappeared like the first time and all that she could see was haze or a white cloud.
After the Mass, Adele went to confess and told her confessor how much she was frightened at the sight of the Lady in white. He [Father William Verhoef] encouraged
her not to have fear and to talk to him about this phenomenon outside the confessional. Father Verhoef told her that if it was a heavenly messenger, she would have
seen her again and she would not have harmed her; however, she should have asked her, in the name of God, who she was and what she wanted from her. At this point
Adele felt relieved. She started towards home with her two traveling companions and with a man who had to level the land for the Brothers of the Holy Cross at Bay
Settlement. As they were approaching the sacred place, Adele saw the beautiful lady, clothed in dazzling white, with a yellow band around her waist. The dress reached
her feet in elegant folds. She had a crown of stars around her head and long golden hair fel loosely on her shoulders. She was surrounded by a light so bright that
Adele had difficulty looking at her sweet face. Overwhelmed by this heavenly light and by the beauty of her lovely lady visitor, Adele knelt. "In the name of God,
who are you and what do you want from me", asked Adele as she had been told to do. "I am the Queen of Heaven who prays for the conversion of
and I desire that you do the same. You have received Holy Communion this morning and this is good but you must do more. Make a
on and offer the Communion for the conversion of sinners. If they do not convert and do not do penance, my Son will be
forced to punish them". "Adele, who is she?", asked one of the women. "Why can't we see her like you?" said another one crying. "Kneel", said Adele, "The
Lady says to be the Queen of Heaven'’. Our Blessed Lady turned around, looked at them and said: "Blessed are those who believe without seeing. What
do you do here in idleness while your companions work in the vineyard of my Son?". "What else can I do, beloved Lady?" asked Adele crying.
"Gather the children of this wild place and teach them what they should know to be saved". "How can I teach them what I myself know so little?,
replied Adele. "Teach them catechism, how to make the Sign of the Cross and how to prepare for the Sacraments; it is this what I desire that you do', replied the Lady.
"Go and do not fear anything. T will help you'. Then the manifestation of Our Lady raised her hands to Heaven, as to implore the blessing for those who were
at her feet, and she slowly vanished, leaving Adele overwhelmed and prostrated to the ground. When the news spread about the apparition of the Blessed Virgin to
Adele Brise, the majority of the people believed the story and were amazed. Some considered the event as the illusion of an insane. However, Adele considered it like a
mission, that of catechizing the children and admonishing the sinners of Bay Settlement. To honor the presumed apparition, Adele's father built a rustic chapel near
the spot of the vision of Adele.

In 2009, the Most Reverend David L. Ricken, Bishop of Green Bay, opened a formal inquiry on the Marian that occurred in 1859 where there
is the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help. On Wednesday, December 8, 2010, the day of the Immaculate Conception, Bishop Ricken granted the official approval of the
Church to the Marian apparitions that took place in the month of October at Champion, in Wisconsin. Reading the decree, the bishop declared: "I declare with moral
certainty and in conformity with the norms of the Church that the events, the apparitions and the locutions revealed to Adele Brise in October of 1859 confirm the
substance of their supernatural nature and with this decree I approve these apparitions as worthy of faith (although not mandatory) on the part of faithful Christians".
This declaration makes the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help the first and only Marian shrine in the United States located at the place of an approved apparition of
the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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