Apparitions of the Virgin Mary in LOURDES

he moment chosen by the Blessed Mother to appear and to speak to Bernadette Soubirous
was during the hour which normally is used to dine, namely: 12 o'clock noon, and precisely on
Fat Thursday (which began the weekend leading up to Fat Tuesday, before Lent). From the
11th of February to the 16th of July 1858, the Virgin Mary appeared 18 times to the fourteen-year-old
Bernadette. At Lourdes more than 7000 miraculous healings have been counted, of which 67 have been
oficially recognized by the Medical Bureau. The most recent miracle was accepted on the 21st of September

9th Apparition: The Font Thursday, February 25th
Three hundred people are present and Bernardette says: “She told me to go and drink from the font
() Ifound only a little muddy water: On the fourth attempt I was able to drink. She also made
‘me eat some of the grass that was found near the spring. Then the vision disappeared.” In front
ofthe crowd that tells her: “You know that they think you are crazy doing such things?” She replies
only: “It s for sinners.”

2005. In 1862, the Bishop of Tarbes officiall the of the
four years earlier:

1st Apparition: The Encounter Thursday, February 11th, 1858
Accompanied by her sister and by a friend, Bernadette goes to Massabielle, along the River Gave, to collect
dry wood. While she prepares to cross the river, she hears a noise that sounded like a swish of wind directed
toward the Grotto: “I saw a Lady clothed in white. She was wearing a white dress, a white veil,
ablue sash around her waist, and a yellow rose on each foot.” She makes the Sign of the Cross and
recites the Rosary with the Lady. At the end of the prayer, the Lady vanishes.

2nd Apparition: The Holy Water Sunday, February 14th

Bernadette senses an internal force that compels her to return to the Grotto despite being forbidden by her
parents. After much insistence, her mother permits her. Upon the first decade of the Rosary, she sees the
same Lady appear. Bernadette sprays some Holy Water on the Lady. At the end of the prayer, she vanishes.
3rd Apparition: The Lady Speals Thursday, February 18th

For the first time, the Lady speaks. Bernadette asks her to write her name, the Lady tells her: “It is not
necessary.” “I do not promise to make you happy in this world but in the other. Would you
do me the kindness to come here for the next fifteen days?”

4th ition: Brief and Silent ition Friday, February 19th

Bernadette goes to the Grotto with a lit blessed candle, from this gesture is born the custom of bringing
candles and lighting them in front of the Grotto.

5th Apparition: In Silence Saturday, February 20th

The Lady teaches Bernadette a personal prayer.

6th Apparition: “Aquero” Sunday, February 21st

Early in the morning the Lady presents herself to Bernadette and to about one hundred people. As a result
she is interrogated by the Commissioner Jacomet who wants to know what she saw. Bernadette hints to
him only with “Aquero” (“That one,” referring to the Lady).

7th Apparition: The Secret Tuesday, February 23rd

The Apparition reveals to her a secret “only for herself.” one hundred and fifty people are present.
8th Apparition: Penitence! Wednesday, February 24th

Message from the Lady: “Penitence! Penitence! Penitence! Pray to God for the sinners! You
must kiss the ground in expiation for the sinners!”

12th ition: First Miracle Monday, March st
More than 1500 people are gathered and, for the first time, even a priest. During the night, Catherine
Latapie, of Loubajac, goes to the Grotto, immerses her dislocated arm into the water of the font; her arm
and her hand heal, recuperating their ability to move.

13th Apparition: Message to Priests Tuesday, March 2nd
The crowd grows ever larger. The Lady tells her: “Tell the priests to come here in procession and
that they are to build a chapel.” The pastor of Lourdes, before every intervention, wants to know
the name of the Lady and demands proof: to see the rose garden of the Grotto bloom in the middle of winter:
14th iti A Smil March 3rd

Bernadette is at the Grotto already at 7 o'clock in the morning, followed by 3000 people, but the Lady does
not appear! After school, she senses the interior invitation of the Lady. She goes to the Grotto and asks her
name. The reply is a smile. Subsequently, the pastor repeats his requests.

15th Apparition: The Most Anticipated Day! Thursday, March dth

The crowd, nearly 8000 people, asks for a miracle. The Lady remains silent. For 20 days Bernadette does
not go back to the Grotto, no longer sensing the invitation.

16th Apparition: The Name They Were Awaiting! Thursday, March 25th

The Lady finally reveals her name, but the rose garden, upon which she placed her feet during the course
of her apparitions, does not bloom. Bernadette remembers: “She raised her eyes to Heaven, uniting, in the
e o o e g e e B e
era iou—Iam the tion.” The young visionary ran to her
pastor and i these words, the significance of which she does not understand, but which
enormously impress the prelate when they are pronounced in front of him. The visionary is unaware that
this theological expression refers to the Holy Virgin and four years earlier, in 1854, Pope Pius IX had defined
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception.

17th Apparition: The Miracle of the Candle Wednesday, April 7th

The flame of the candle that Bernadette has in her hand envelops her for a long time without burning her:
fact immediately certified by a physician, Dr. Douzous.

18th Apparition: The Final Apparition Thursday, July 16th

Bernadette feels the mysterious plea from the Grotto, but her access is closed off by an iron grille. She then
goes to the front, on the other shore of the riverbank of the Gave: “.. I saw only the Virgin, I have never
seen her so beautiful?”
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