The Holy House of Nazareth at LORETO

he Holy House of Loreto is the first Shrine of international importance dedicated to the Virgin and true Marian heart of Christianity" (John Paul IT). The shrine of
Loreto in fact preserves the Nazareth house of the Virgin Mary, according to an ancient tradition today proven by historical and archeological research. The earthly dwelling of
D> Mary in Nazareth was composed by two parts: by a grotto dug into the rock, still venerated in the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, and by a stone room in front of it, made

up of three stone walls positioned to enclose the grotto. According to tradition, in 1291, when the crusaders were definitively expelled from Palestine, the brick walls of the house of Our Lady
were transported "through angelic ministry”, first to Illyria (at Trsat, in present Croatia) and then to the territory of Loreto (December 10, 1294). Today, based on new documented information,
the results of archeological excavations in Nazareth and in the subsoil of the Holy House (1962-1965) and from philological and iconographic studies, the hypothesis according to which the
stones of the Holy House have been transported to Loreto on a ship by the initiative of the noble Angeli family that ruled on the Epirus, is confirmed forever more. In fact, a recently discovered
document of September 1294, testifies that Niceforo Angeli, despot of Epirus, in giving his own daughter Ithamar in marriage to Philip of Taranto, fourth born of Charles IT of Anjou, King of
Naples, passed to him a series of dowry goods, among them appear with great prominence: "The holy stones carried away from the House of Our Lady, the Virgin Mother of God". Embedded
among the stones of the Holy House were found five red cloth crosses of crusaders, or more likely, of knights of a military order who in the Middle Ages were defending the holy places and the
relics. There were also found some remains of an ostrich egg, which immediately recalls Palestine and a symbolism referring to the mystery of the Incarnation. Moreover the Holy House, due
to its structure and its stone material not available in the area, is an artifact foreign to the culture and to the construction styles of the Marche region. On the other hand the technical comparisons
of the Holy House with the Grotto of Nazareth have highlighted the coexistence and the continuity of the two parts. Of great importance in confirming the tradition is a recent study about the
way in which stones are processed, namely according to the procedure of the Nabateans, common in Galilee at the time of Jesus. Of great interest are also the numerous graffiti engraved on
the stones of the Holy House, judged by the experts as being of definite Judeo-Christian origin and very similar to those encountered in Nazareth. The Holy House, in its original nucleus is
composed just by three walls because the eastern wall, where the altar is located, was open towards the Grotto. The three original walls - without their own foundations and standing on an
ancient road - rise from the ground to only three meters. The material above them, composed of locals bricks, has been added later, including the vault (1536) to render the environment more
suitable for veneration. The marble covering, surrounding the walls of the Holy House, was requested by Julius II and built with the design of Bramante (1507) and other renowned artists of
the Italian Renaissance. The statue of the Virgin with the Baby, in wood of Lebanese cedar, replaces the one of the XIV century, destroyed by  fire in 1921. Famous artists continued through
the centuries to embellish the Shrine whose fame has rapidly spread in the whole world becoming a privileged destination for millions of pilgrims. The distinguished relic of the Holy House of
Mary s an occasion and invitation for the pilgrim to meditate the great theological and spiritual messages linked to the mystery of the Incarnation and to the message of Salvation. Of the
three original walls, the lower sections, to almost three meters in height, are composed mostly of stone rows, principally sandstone retraceable to Nazareth, and the upper sections added
subsequently, and thus spurious, are in local bricks, the only building materials used in the area.

Numerous Popes have gone on pilgrimage to Loreto and their devotion has always been strong; Popes Pius IT and Paul II turned to the Virgin to heal miraculously from their serious illnesses;
Pope Benedict XV (1914-1922) in consideration of the translation of her house, from Palestine to Loreto, proclaimed Our Lady of Loreto patron of aviators. Loreto is considered the Italian
Lourdes and many pilgrimages of the sick are organized every year, with group ceremonies like those that occur at Lourdes.

The miracles that have taken place through the years are truly numerous, recognized and examined by the medical office of the Shrine. We recall the healing in 1986 of Gerry De Angelis, an
11 year-old of San Benedetto. Upon returning from a school trip, Gerry, already of poor health, contracted a severe pneumonia treated with an expectorant that provoked in him an anaphylactic
shock. The young boy was hospitalized in coma at the Salesi Hospital of Ancona, His parents made the explicit request to the doctors to alert them when something bad had occurred, in which
case they wanted to take him back home. A phone call arrived to them a few days later, in which the doctors told them to go immediately because there was nothing more to o for Gerry. It is
Gerry's father himself to tell what happened: "In proximity of Loreto it manifested like a force that guided me. I exited the highway and went to the Shrine. I knelt in front of
the Virgin Mary and in my heart I heard a voice repeating to me that Gerry was healing. It was so convincing that it made me overcome the pain and the anguish of those
‘moments. When I entered the hospital I saw that they were removing the machine from Gerry. Since half an hour, in fact, he had come out of the coma and was improving.
The doctors had told us that only a miracle could have saved him." While for Lorenzo Rossi, of 9 months, who was testified as dead in 1959: after being anointed with the oil of the
lamp that burned in the Holy House, he had recovered rapidly. Finally an elderly woman healed from a miotic macular hole in the retina, who during prayer in front of the image of Our Lady
of Loreto felt "healed". In fact she regained prefect sight (it must be noted that one does not heal from the pathologies to the retina because the retina does not regenerate).
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