t can be said that the history of the Catholic Church in Korea is a history of persecution. In the first 100 years
of its i there were periods of ions that followed, especially during the Great
yungin Persecution. Begun in 1886, it brought over ten thousand faithful to martyrdom. The severity of the
persecution is evident from the fact that at the time the number of Catholics in Korea was somewhere around 23,0001
The place called Rosary Hill in Namyang is one of the spots in which many Catholics were martyred during the Great
Byungin ion. Many and depositi the first church in Korea report how often the martyrs invoked
the help of Mary and recited the Rosary in order to overcome the cruelty of the persecution. The same relics of the martyrs
found afterward give witness as to how many martyrs gripped the Rosary beads in their hands as they met their death.
By the request of Bishop Enbert Bum, the second bishop of the Korean Diocese, on the 22th of August 1847, Mary became,
together with Joseph, the Co-Patron Saint of Korea. The Shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary of Namyang, known also as
Rosary Hill, emerged in the very spot where so many Catholics were martyred during the Great Byungin Persecution.
To commemorate their martyrdom as proof of their faith, Namyang was declared a Sacred Place on the 7th of October
1991, feast day dedicated to the Blessed Virgin of the Rosary. For the first time in the history of the Catholic Church in
Korea, a location was dedicated exclusively to the Holy Mother of God and to prayer for peace. In a short time the Shrine
was transformed into a center of continual prayer, by way of the “24-hour Rosary Chain Movement,” dedicated to peace
and brought forth by all those who demonstrated their love for the Holy Mother of God by praying the Rosary. The
characteristics and the symbols of Rosary Hill include the merciful aspect of the statue of the Holy Mother of Namyang
and the road of the 20 decades of the Rosary, a pleasant path surrounded by trees and bushes. The Road of the “Five
Joyful Mysteries,” which resembles the very grace of Mary herself,is considered a miraculous place in its unique structure.
It is truly surprising how, from up above, the Road of the “Joyful Mysteries” of the Shrine mysteriously resembles the
Blessed Mother with Baby Jesus held in her arms close to her as portrayed in the icon of Vladimir that depicts the
profound love between the Blessed Mother and Jesus. It is as if the icon had been raised and traced in order to form the
road with her shape! This resemblance could have been vaguely distinguished in the site’s diagram when it was completed
in 2002, but it became clearly distinct in November of 2005, when an aerial photogragh from a helicopter was taken for
the brochure, Those who were on the helicopter remained astonished at seeing the resemblance between the path of the
Rosary Road, place in which so many believers invoke the name of the Blessed Mother and recite the Rosary, with
Vladimir's famous image of “Our Lady of Grace.” “Ah! The Holy Mother of God is right here with s, on the Rosary
Hill of Namyang?” exclaimed the people who were emotionally moved. They continued to take photographs completely
fascinated, as if they were present at a real apparition of Mary, so much was the similarity between Rosary Road and
the icon that it left little doubt to anyone. That which is truly surprising and mysterious, to not say majestic, s the fact
that the likeness was absolutely by chance and not intentional; in fact, none of the plans from the very beginning included
anything like this for the Road!
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