Apparition of the Virgin Mary in OCOTLAN

n the year 1541, a terrible epidemic of the plague devasted villages in the region of Ocotlén, Mexico. One day, Juan Diego Bernardino,
young devout native who worked with the religious and took care of the sick, ascending the eastern incline of the Hill of San
orenzo (Saint Lawrence), he entered into a forest of pine trees (ocotes) that was found near a cliff. Suddenly, the Most Holy
Virgin appeared to him and said with an elegant courtesy: “May God save you, my son. Where are you going?” Juan Diego was
very much surprised, but also very happy, for that encounter. He was very devoted to the Virgin and he concerned himself with ensuring
that her altar was always overflowing with flowers. He managed to say: “I bring water from the river to the sick who continue to
die without likelihood of surviving.” The Mother of God invited him to follow her: “Come with me and I will give you another
water that will bring an end to the contagion and will permit the healing of not only your ill ones, but whomever drinks
it; because my heart, always ready to help the sick, cannot endure seeing so many calamities without doing anything
to give you remediation”. Juan Diego, who knew the area well, had never seen any springs of water in those parts, but he humbly
followed Our Lady up to a narrow valley where she showed him the fount of Holy Water. “Take all the water that you wish, and rest
assured that upon contact with even the smallest drop, the sick will not only feel relief, but they will be completely
cured.” Juan Diego Bernardino, obedient, filled his amphora container with the miraculous water and continued on toward his native
village of Xiloxoxtla. Once there, he gave the water to those afflicted by the plague and they all healed quickly. Knowledge of this event
spread rapidly and many people came to the village in search of cures and to hear the testimony of the apparition of the Zoapilzin (Lady),
the Virgin Mary. The Virgin had said to Juan Diego: “Order the religious leaders on my behalf to put an image of mine in this
town so that through it I may grant my graces and my mercy: I desire that it be placed in the chapel of San Lorenzo.”
The religious discussed that which Juan Diego had said and they went personally to the site in which these events took place. They arrived
when night had already fallen and they were surprised by the phenomenon that they found themselves admiring: the trees were ardent —
seemingly on fire — in the middle of very high flames without being burned. From here derives the name of Ocotlén, which is the union
of two words of the Nahua language: “ocotl” (pine) and “tlatla” (burn). That is Ocotlan, the pine tree that burns. The attention of those
present was attracted in particular to a great pine tree upon which they placed a sign of recognition before returning to the convent. The
following day, they returned and, with a hatchet, opened the pine tree indicated. With great surprise they discovered that the heart of the
tree was made up of a beautiful wooden statue that represented the Immaculate Virgin Mary. The festive crowd, together with the religious
figures, transported the image on their shoulders to the chapel of San Lorenzo, about 500 meters higher in altitude, at the top of the hill.
The image was placed on the throne occupied by Saint Lawrence the Martyr. It is reported that the sacristan, angry for the fact that they
had moved Saint Lawrence, twice removed the statue of the Virgin Mary from the throne to put Saint Lawrence back there. And each time,
during the night, someone put the Virgin back on the throne. The sacristan then took the Virgin for a third time and restored Saint Lawrence
back in his place; this time he put the image in a chest upon which he lied down to sleep, in order to avoid that the statue might be put
back on the throne. His astonishment was immense when he saw the Angels themselves take the Queen and bring her back on the throne
in a miraculous manner. The Virgin wanted to remain with her children, and it is certain that Saint Lawrence, like all the Saints, was
happy to give up the spot to which he was entitled for the fact that she is the Mother of God. Later on, the chapel of San Lorenzo was
replaced by the very elegant Basilica of Our Lady of Ocotlén. The foundation of the current basilica was set on the 13th of January of 1687.
From there, the Mother continued to receive her children to help them enter into the heart of Jesus and of His Church.
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